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Dear Reader,

August is the month that reminds us of both the glory of our freedom and the tragedy 
of our prisons. While we commemorate our independence with great pomp and ceremony 
on August 15, we also recollect that on the previous day, August 14, St Maximilian Maria 
Kolbe, a Polish-born priest, perished in a Nazi concentration camp in 1941. On the one 
hand, the Assumption of Our Lady denotes the glorification of all that is noblest in human 
nature; on the other, the tragedy of St Maximilian Kolbe’s death illustrates the depths to which that same human nature can 
sink if bereft of faith, hope and charity. 

Even as we in India celebrate Prison Ministry Sunday, our country has been struck with another tragic death, namely, the 
demise of Fr Stan Swamy. Like Maximilian Kolbe, Fr Stan too was a priest who stood up for justice and human rights, and 
did not bow down to unjust oppression. Like Maximilian Kolbe, Fr Stan also did not hesitate to put others’ needs before his 
own, and made his life an offering to the weakest of his brethren. Like Maximilian Kolbe, Fr Stan too was the victim of a 
heartless and cruel system, the only difference being that in Fr Stan’s case, the authorities used the thin veneer of legal forms to 
mask an agenda of hatred and revenge. The same fate befell many of those who struggled for our nation’s freedom.

The life and death of Fr Stan Swamy, to whom this issue is dedicated, teaches us three important truths. The first is that 
the world stands in need of liberation - the oppressors just as much as the oppressed. The oppressed, such as the Adivasis whom 
Fr Stan worked with for so many years, need to be liberated from the oppressors, while the oppressors in fact need to be liber-
ated from themselves. Many of them may not even realise the harm and damage they are causing, while others do realise it, but 
are so caught up in their own selfishness that only a major calamity can rouse them from their spiritual slumber. 

The second is that the way that leads to liberation is a long, hard and lonely road, and very few will take it. One of the sad-
der elements in the story of Fr Stan is that so few Christians, including priests and religious, have committed themselves to the 
extent that he did, in his thoughts, words and actions. But does not Christ share his anointing with every single one of us, so 
that each of us may “proclaim release to the captives”? Is that not what the Good News is all about? Whenever we choose the 
easy path, when we opt to defend the status quo, when we make excuses for not getting involved in social issues, are we not in 
a certain sense betraying the memory of Fr Stan and others who tirelessly work for the poor?

But the third truth is that the death of a martyr brings life. The death of Fr Stan Swamy has recently been celebrated as 
National Justice Day. The passing away of Fr Stan, tragic though it was, brought a new awareness to large numbers of people 
about the reality of human deprivation and the powerful forces that keep people in bondage even in the 21st century. As a 
result, voices are being raised at the national and international level. The media and civil society are increasingly disturbed by 
what took place. The death of Fr Stan is being seen as an event that affected not just Christians alone, but every Indian, or 
indeed every human being. These are signs of hope amidst the gloom and tragedy of what has taken place. They are signs that 
Fr Stan’s death will not have been in vain. 

As we celebrate Prison Ministry Sunday, let us remember some of the last words written by this fearless warrior for the 
masses: “What is happening to me is not something unique happening to me alone. It is a broader process that is taking place 
all over the country. We are all aware how prominent intellectuals, lawyers, writers, poets, activists, students, leaders, they 
are all put into jail because they have expressed  their dissent or raised questions about the ruling powers of India. We are part 
of the process. In a way I am happy to be part of this process. I am not a silent spectator, but part of the game,  and ready to 
pay the price whatever be it.”

Editorial

Fr. Adrian Mascarenhas
Editor
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Introduction
As we celebrate Prison Ministry Sun-

day, it is fitting that we dedicate this 
issue to the late Rev. Fr. Stan Swamy 
(1936-2021). His imprisonment under 
harsh conditions for over 8 months, 
followed by his death on July 5, 2021, 
revealed the sorry reality of our jus-
tice system. At the same time his death 
brought hope of a certain “resurrec-
tion” of society, that is surely taking 
place under his inspiration, as society 
feels the call to continue 
the work of this modern 
day prophet, by standing 
up for the weak, the poor 
and the voiceless. 

The Disciple
Fr Stan Swamy, the 

champion of India’s 
Adivasis, was born Stan-
islaus Lourduswamy on 
26 April, 1937, in Trichy, 
Tamil Nadu. A product of 
St Joseph’s School, Trichy, he joined 
the Jesuit order, with a strong sense of 
vocation to work for the liberation of 
the poor. He began his task with zeal 
and enthusiasm even before his ordina-
tion, when he spent some time working 
in what is now Jharkhand. This experi-
ence, sharpened by his skills of social 
analysis, helped him to understand how 
the Adivasis (the Tribal population, be-
lieved to have been the original inhab-
itants of India) were being exploited 
by merchants and traders. He decided 
to dedicate his life to their uplift, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of Jesus Christ, 
whom he saw as a liberator and social 
revolutionary.

After his theological studies in Ma-
nila, Fr Stan was ordained on April 14, 
1970 and joined the Jamshedpur prov-
ince of the Jesuits the following year. 
He began his mission by staying with 

Rest in Peace, Fr Stan
the remote Ho tribe and learning their 
language. He became fluent in Hindi 
and certain Adivasi languages. Going 
beyond traditional approaches such 
as food aid to the tribals, Fr Stan be-
gan campaigning for the right of trib-
al populations to have access to “jal, 
jangal and jameen” (water, forest and 
land). In time, Fr Stan, the voice of the 
voiceless, was to earn the sobriquet of 
“Advocate-General of Tribal Rights”. 

The Teacher
Fr Stan had a unique personality and 

a dynamic character. Instead of doing 
his research in a library, he developed 
the habit of visiting remote villages 
to learn about the people living there.  
He also worked directly with the tribal 
populations. This made him a valu-
able resource person. He had the abil-
ity to turn people into leaders, and he 
used this skill to mobilise the Adivasis 
to strive for their own welfare. How-
ever, the rich and powerful, who felt 
threatened by his activities, frequently 
misinterpreted his words and actions, 
presenting him as a supporter of the 
leftist groups often termed “Naxalites” 
or “terrorists”. 

Fr Stan was also well known in Ban-
galore, thanks to his many years at the 
Indian Social Institute, Benson Town, 
particularly in the 1980s. In his capac-

ity as Director of the ISI and later as 
a professor, he guided many priests, 
religious, social workers and lay pro-
fessionals to analyse society from the 
point of view of the downtrodden and 
the marginalised.  Many who heard 
his message were so moved that they 
abandoned the institutional framework 
of traditional social work, and concen-
trated on grassroots level development 
activities. 

The Prophet
Fr Stan had a prophetic per-

sonality. He was fearless and 
never hesitated to question the 
authorities; in his sessions he 
allowed his students to radical-
ly question even the basic tenets 
of our faith and our society. He 
called on his students to stand 
for “Jesus of Nazareth” (the 
revolutionary) and not “Jesus of 
the Christians” (who, according 
to Fr Stan, had been imprisoned 

inside our churches and institutions). 
His simplicity of lifestyle completely 
matched the message that he was try-
ing to convey, and gave him tremen-
dous credibility with his students. 

In the 1990s, as India became more 
and more polarised, Fr Stan returned 
to Jharkhand to support the emerging 
peoples’ movements there. He had a 
tremendous aptitude for networking, 
and managed to build bridges between 
different communities and cultures. 
The Jesuits gave him an acre of land 
to set up a social action centre called 
Bagaicha, on the outskirts of Ranchi. 
It had a library and a computer room 
for tribals. It was here that Fr Stan 
continued his mission from 2006 on-
wards, conducting research on how 
to improve the conditions of tribals, 
including, ironically, undertrials who 
were held in jails for prolonged peri-
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“If I do not speak for the poor 
and exploited then I am not true 
to myself” 

“The government calls me 
‘Deshdrohi’ (Traitor) for defend-
ing the rights of the Adivasis. So 
be it.”

Fr Stan Swamy (1937-2021)

ods. He pursued his dream for another 
14 years. 

Naturally, his human rights cam-
paigns turned some wealthy and pow-
erful individuals against him. 

The Prisoner
Early in the morning of October 9, 

2020, the National Investigating Agen-
cy (NIA) conducted a raid on Bagai-
cha. They claimed that Fr Stan was a 
“hard-core CPI (Maoist) activist” and 
accused him of being involved in the 
Bhima-Koregaon caste violence that 
had rocked Maharashtra and other 
parts of India in January 2018. The 
NIA, which had been handling the 
investigation from Jan 2020, accused 
Fr Stan of being the convener of the 
Persecuted Prisoners’ Solidarity Com-
mittee (PPSC), which it described as a 
frontal organisation of the Maoist in-
surgents. It claimed that incriminating 
documents were seized from his pos-
session. One of the allegations was that 
Fr Stan received funds towards further-
ing the Maoist cause. Later studies by 
forensic agencies showed that the evi-
dence against Fr Stan and other activ-
ists had been fabricated and planted on 
their computers by unknown hackers. 

The 83-year-old Fr Stan was ar-
rested under the Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA) which allows 
the authorities to detain a person for 
questioning without any provision for 

bail. He was imprisoned in Taloja Cen-
tral Jail. Fr Stan was suffering from 
Parkinson’s disease and had also lost 
some of his hearing in both ears. But 
he was not even granted bail on medi-
cal grounds: his bail application was 
rejected twice. The conditions of his 
imprisonment were so harsh that he 
had to move court even to be permit-
ted to use a drinking straw and sipper 
in jail.

The Martyr
Till almost the very end, Fr Stan was 

convinced that the legal system would 
vindicate him and that his bail petition 
would be granted. His ideal was Jesus, 
who spoke the truth in front of Pon-
tius Pilate. He was sure that the court 
would realize that the evidence against 
him had been fabricated. However, the 
judges chose to play the part of Pilate 
to Fr Stan’s Jesus. It came as a shock 
to Fr Stan that the NIA did not believe 
his defense, and that the court, instead 
of questioning the evidence, chose to 
accept the NIA’s accusations at face 

value, justifying the draconian steps 
taken against Fr Stan. The NIA also 
made use of several tactics to delay the 
bail hearings, including raiding the Je-
suit house in Bagaicha and examining 
the accounts.

Under the harsh conditions of his 
imprisonment in Taloja Central Jail, 
Fr Stan’s general health predictably 
began to deteriorate. Not only was his 
hearing weakening, but he had already 
had three hernia operations and was 
suffering from Parkinson’s Disease. 
Yet his resolve remained strong and 
he continued to write inspiring letters 
from prison, seeing his imprisonment 
as part of a larger struggle for human 
rights, while also describing his expe-
riences and exhorting his well wishers 
to continue to fight for justice. In one 
of his memorable messages, he said, 
“We will still sing in chorus. A caged 
bird can still sing.”

On May 15, Fr Stan had fever and 
became very feeble. On May 30, Fr 
Stan tested positive for Covid 19. His 
hospital treatment was allowed only 
after the Bombay High Court inter-
vened. He was shifted to Holy Family 
Hospital, Mumbai, where he had to be 
put on the ventilator after suffering a 
cardiac arrest. He finally passed away 
on July 5, 2021. 

His death provoked an international 
outcry, with human rights organiza-
tions all over India and the rest of the 
world condemning his harsh treatment 
and the failure of the justice system to 
protect his rights. At the same time, a 
number of intellectuals, spiritual lead-
ers and the general public appreciated 
the values that Fr Stan Swamy stood 
for, including justice, integrity and 
compassion for the poorest of the poor. 

Fr Stan may have left us, but his leg-
acy remains. More than ever, his death 
reminds us of the need for a radical 
transformation of society. That surely 
calls for more and more dedicated peo-
ple to take up the challenge of being 
disciples, teachers, prophets, prisoners 
and even martyrs.  
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Our God never judges; rather 
He is a merciful God who re-
ceives everyone who calls out 

to Him. The contract killer Ajay (name 
changed) who had put many people to 
“sleep” (i.e. he had killed them for the 
sake of money), the moment he cried 
out to God, God raised him up from his 
evil ways, forgiving and forgetting his 
past completely. 

Ajay had started to work as a con-
struction worker, but was drawn into 
the more lucrative occupation of killing 
for money. Yes, just for money, he could 
commit cold-blooded murders without 
a qualm. One should understand that 
these hired killers are not born in a day. 
It is their circumstances, their life situa-
tions, and their wrong choice of friends 
that gradually make them so. Ajay 
started ‘work’ as a hired killer when he 
was hardly 20 years old. By the time he 
had committed 4 or 5 murders he had 

evolved into a professional killer who 
was very much in demand both from ul-
tra-rich businessmen and by politicians 
alike. The police too did not dare to ar-
rest him even when they knew for sure 
that he was the culprit.  That was when 
he was branded “Killer-Ajay”, and the 
name stuck! It was only when he com-
mitted his 8th murder at a liquor shop 
in Ponnurunni that he was arrested and 
thrown behind bars.

Ajay was convicted and sentenced to 
12 years of rigorous imprisonment. It 
was while serving his term in jail that 
he was redeemed by the God of the 
Lost and he took a U-Turn in his life. 
He wept and asked for pardon before 
the Lord, and offered the rest of his life 
to be spent in service of the one who 
redeemed him. “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me” 
(Phil 4:13) was the only hope of Ajay as 
he became a renewed person. 

God is ever active in 
His work of redemp-
tion. By participating 
in the Holy Eucharist, 
and by opening him-
self to the Word of 
God, Ajay received 
the graces flowing 
from above. Prison 
Ministry India Vol-
unteers, led by Fr Al-
exander Kureekattil 
CMF, guided and ac-
companied him along 
his journey towards 
redemption in the 
dark cells of prisons. 

Ajay now lives in Trivandrum with 
his family, working as a mason to sup-
port their needs. “I was a hardcore 
criminal, God waited on me with pa-
tience; He always had a soft corner for 
me and protected me from many dan-
gers. I shall live for him until my last 
breath to redeem souls for Him,” says 
redeemed Killer Ajay. Yes, as the Word 
of God says, nothing will be impossible 
for God (Luke 1:37) and prisons can be 
places of redemption. 

Prison Ministry India - Birth
On December 8, 1981, Bro Francis 

Kodiyan MCBS and Bro Varghese Kar-
ippery, during their friendly conversa-
tion in the telephone cabin at St Thomas 
Apostolic Seminary, Kottayam, decided 
to become “love bombs”. Not to kill 
but to heal the broken-hearted. They 
formed a prayer group and began to 
visit the peripheries of Kottayam, such 
as the slums, beggars’ colony, old-age 
homes, orphanages and the sub-jail of 
Kottayam. On February 28, 1986 the 
Jesus Fraternity prayer group members 
set forth for an All-Kerala Prison Pil-
grimage which brought forth innumer-
able blessings on both prisoners and pil-
grims. They found great joy in seeking 
and saving the lost as Jesus who said, 
“‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 
sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way 
there will be more rejoicing in heaven 
over one sinner who repents than over 
ninety-nine righteous persons who do 
not need to repent” (Lk 15:1-7).

Sr Lini Sheeja MSC

CAN PRISONS BE PLACES 
OF REDEMPTION?
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Prison Ministry India – Milestones
The Kerala Catholic Bishops’ Con-

ference (KCBC) recognized the Jesus 
Fraternity on September 8, 1989, un-
der its Justice, Peace and Development 
Commission. In 1995, Prison Ministry 
India National Office was established at 
Jacob’s farmhouse, Huskur, Bengaluru. 
On August 24, 2000, Prison Ministry 
India was officially recognized by the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of India 
(CBCI) and Most Rev Dr Peter Remig-
ius (then bishop of Kumbakonam) was 
appointed as its chairman. On August 
17, 2003, CBCI officially recognized 
St Maximilian Kolbe as the patron of 
Prison Ministry India. 

On October 1, 2014, PMI was made 
a separate desk under the CBCI Com-
mission for Justice, Peace and Develop-
ment, and the PMI National Coordinator 
was appointed as the secretary. Today, 
the PMI national headquarters are lo-
cated at 52, Thomas Layout, Carme-
laram, Bengaluru. Most Rev Dr Allwyn 
D’Silva, auxiliary bishop of Bombay, 
is its chairman and Fr Francis Kodiyan 
MCBS is its national coordinator.

Prisons in India
According to the National Crime Re-

cords Bureau (NCRB), as on December 
31, 2019, there were 1,350 prisons and 
4,78,600 prisoners in India. There were 
617 sub-jails, 410 district jails, 144 cen-
tral jails, 86 open jails, 41 special jails, 
31 women’s jails, 19 borstal schools and 
2 other jails. There were 1,44,125 con-
victs, 3,30,487 undertrials, 3,223 de-
tenues and 765 other inmates housed in 
these centres. Among these were 19,913 
female prisoners, 1,942 children, 5,608 
foreign prisoners and 1,543 women 
prisoners with children.

‘What a Gun Cannot Do, a Nun Can!’
It was in 2002 as an aspirant that I 

heard the following inspiring sentence 
in a sermon on Prison Ministry Sunday: 
‘A gun cannot change a prisoner, but 
a nun can’. 

After the Holy Eucharist, when I 

reached my table, I wrote down the 
same words in my personal diary, and 
my mission of praying for the prison-
ers started from then on. I would offer a 
decade of the rosary every day for pris-
oners across the globe. This led me to 
experience an inner motivation given to 
me by our Redeemer to join the Prison 
Ministry in 2018 with complete dedica-
tion and commitment. 

My call to PMI grew from the seed 
that was sown in my heart from that 
very Prison Ministry Sunday Eucharis-
tic Celebration. That was the passion 
which made me join Prison Ministry, to 
stoop down and walk through the prison 
gates to meet our brethren, who look 
for a helping hand and listening heart 
as I served as the national secretary for 
Prison Ministry India and Chief-Editor 
for Prison Voice in bringing out to the 
world the cry of prisoners through my 
writings. In my journey with prisoners, 
I witnessed the truth of the statement 
that ‘What the guns of the police offi-
cers could not do in the lives of the pris-
oners, we the passionate nuns, priests 
and lay people could do.’

Prison Ministry Sunday
The life-style of PMI is begging and 

that is why we the volunteers stand with 
buckets at Church doors and beg from 

all of you to give future and hope to our 
brethren who have lost hope in their 
lives. PMI does not have any foreign 
projects. Our bank is the Bank of Divine 
Providence (BDP). In the last two years 
we have been unable to reach out to the 
public to create awareness on Prison 
Ministry Sunday due to the pandemic, 
but our good works for our brethren 
behind bars never stop as long as God 
provides generous hearted people like 
you to support our ministry. We beg to 
give prisoners a better future. We beg to 
provide them with a life of dignity. We 
beg to make them kings and queens. We 
do not have any foreign funding to meet 
our expenses, but we actualize our plans 
and visions by meeting people person-
ally. PMI volunteers stand at the church 
doors with a bucket in their hands, beg-
ging something from those who have to 
give to those who don’t have. As Prison 
Ministry India celebrates Prison Minis-
try Sunday in this month, I request the 
readers of this article to join hands with 
us in whatever way you can. The God of 
the Lost calls you individually to reach 
out to them personally!

 
Kindly find PMI Pastoral Letters at

https://www.prisonministryindia.org/
prison-ministry-sunday-pastoral-letters.
html.

Prison Ministry of India Volunteers with the Archbishop
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In the Transfiguration, Jesus shows 
himself in glory. Tradition says that 
Jesus was transfigured on Mount 

Tabor, but the Gospels say nothing 
about the place where it happened. 
They report that Jesus went with His 
disciples onto the top of a high moun-
tain. Not long before, Jesus had been in 
the wilderness fasting and praying. The 
devil tempted Jesus to show himself as 
the Son of God. He asked Jesus to do 
some very dramatic things (including 
jumping from the Temple pinnacle) as 
proof. Jesus fought back these foolish 
temptations and refused. What made 
Jesus then decide at this moment to 
show Himself transfigured? 

The disciples often saw Jesus 
come back powerful after spend-
ing time alone in prayer. He 
preached and healed powerfully, 
he cast out demons powerfully. 
Seeing this, his disciples also 
wanted to do this. Jesus taught 
them the “Our Father”, a power-
ful prayer from an obedient Son 
to an all-powerful Father. And 
now perhaps, they wanted to be 
there when Jesus prayed. The dis-
ciples’ prayers in contrast were 
still lifeless. Rather, even when 
Jesus prayed and was transfig-
ured they were sleeping. Jesus’ 
example teaches that the prayers 
of a good man can cause people 
to ‘rise’ and awake and see the glory 
of God.

Jesus’ disciples also sought to see 
Jesus in glory. They spent a few years 
with Him. They saw his miracles. 
When Jesus sent them in his name 
they worked mighty miracles. Peter 
had even proclaimed Jesus, the Christ, 
the Messiah; the Son of the Living 
God. But somehow, there were per-

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
OF THE LORD

haps small doubts. Was Jesus really 
the Messiah, the Son of God? If so, 
why did He evade the attempts to in-
stall Him King (as happened, after the 
miracles of multiplication of loaves)? 

Jesus took Peter, James and John 
(some of the earliest and beloved dis-
ciples, and yet, some of the ‘tough-
est nuts to crack’) to the mountain 
while He prayed. James and John still 
thought Jesus’ kingdom, an earthly 
kingdom and wanted positions of 
power and honour therein. In Scrip-
ture earlier, Moses and Elijah climbed 
up the mountain (not just a physical 

mountain, but also a spiritual ascent 
of “faith”) to see God. Now, the Lord 
Jesus, God Himself walks with the dis-
ciples on their faith journey. 

Even as Jesus prayed, He was trans-
figured. As he was divine, even the 
greatest prophets, Moses and Elijah 
had to appear before Him. Moses and 
Elijah represented the ‘best of the Old 
Testament’ (Moses represents the Law, 

while Elijah denotes the Prophets). 
The Old must now hand over to the 
New in and through Christ Jesus. The 
apostles represent the Church that will 
come. Their word must be honoured 
and respected even as the prophets of 
old were respected. In the Transfigura-
tion, the Lord is indirectly telling us, 
“Behold I make all things new”.

The Lord Jesus, who refused to 
‘show Himself’ to please Satan, now 
shows Himself for His beloved disci-

ples. Jesus did this to strengthen 
them in moments of doubt, and 
to help them move bravely on, 
carrying the Church with them. 
Otherwise, as happens even 
now; some sects and groups and 
people ask, “Did Jesus really say 
He is God”, or, “Did Jesus really 
say He is Son of God”? God the 
Father Himself acclaims Jesus, 
“This is My beloved Son.” 

And as Jesus was also man, 
it shows that Jesus allowed His 
prayer to change Him; He is trans-
figured. What did Jesus pray? He 
surely prayed from Scripture, 
so that indeed even the proph-
ets came ‘alive’ for Him. Some 
saints were found to be ‘changed’ 
when praying. Most of us may not 

achieve this state, but we can definitely 
allow our prayer life to transform us. 
Genesis says, “God made man in His 
own image”. In the Transfiguration, we 
see what God made us to be, and still 
intends for us.

May we too ‘climb the mountain’ 
and spend time with Jesus, and be 
transformed in our lives.

Dominic Mascarenhas
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[This is the concluding article in our series 
on the encyclical Fratelli Tutti by Pope 
Francis]

Having explained his vision for a 
new humanity and a new way 
of interacting, Pope Francis, in 

the final chapter of Fratelli Tutti, throws 
light on the role of religions in bringing 
about the desired harmony among peo-
ples and cultures. 

The Pope begins by explaining that re-
ligions are based on the concept of the 
call of human beings to be children of 
God, due to which religions can pro-
mote respect for humanity and also 
contribute to friendship, peace and har-
mony in the world. 

He then goes on to explain two impor-
tant teachings: firstly, the foundations of 
unity between religions, and secondly, 
the current situation in which certain 
forms of religion are associated with vi-
olence, which is a contradiction of true 
religious values. 

The Ultimate Foundation of Religious 
Unity

Pope Francis teaches that without re-
ligion, it is impossible for human beings 
to understand each other as brothers 
and sisters. Religion teaches us that we 
are children of a common father and 
therefore paves the way to fraternal rela-
tions between human beings. Similarly, 
religion provides a concept of an eternal 
truth. By obeying this truth, human be-
ings can achieve their full identity. With-
out this concept of a transcendental 
truth, human beings have only worldly 
interests and can never be fully united. 

Many modern leaders have denied 
this truth in order to continue exploiting 
human beings. By removing God from 
society, they appear to be rationalistic 
but in fact end up making people turn to 
materialism, by following an “idol” such 
as wealth, a dictator, or a false ideology. 
This causes suffering and loss of human 
dignity. 

For this reason, the Church cannot be 
totally restricted to dealing with human 
beings as individuals. Since the Church 
is committed to the building of a better 
world, Christians should also be active 
in social and political issues. But while 
the laity can take part in party politics 
out of concern for human development 
and the progress of the nation, the clergy 
can be involved in politics of a different 
level, by standing for values and human 
dignity in general, not supporting any 

Fr Adrian Mascarenhas

Reflections on Fratelli Tutti (Contd.)
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party but working for the advancement 
of humanity and of universal fraternity. 

The Church respects what is true and 
holy in other religions and has a high 
regard for their teachings which often 
reflect the universal truth. Yet, Chris-
tians are called to live by the Gospel and 
to imbibe the values of Christ, which we 
believe are relevant for all human beings. 
However, this very universality of Christ 
should lead us to treat all human beings 
as our brothers and sisters. The Church 
wants to create a new world in which 
such positive relationships will become 
a reality. For this reason, the Church ap-
peals to all countries to ensure religious 
freedom for Christians, and in the same 
way, the Church appeals to Christian 
countries to ensure religious freedom 
for believers of all religions. Lastly, the 
Church calls for Christians to be united, 
in order to witness to the love of God 
for all people by working together in the 
service of humanity.

Religion and Violence
Pope Francis believes in the possi-

bility of true peace between religions, 
provided that they look at human be-
ings the way God sees them. According 
to the Pope, God does not see with his 
eyes; he sees with his heart. He accepts 
all people, whatever their religion might 
be. This does not mean that we should 
dilute or change our beliefs. Rather, we 
need to concentrate on what is essential: 
worship of God and love for our neigh-
bours. If we fail to focus on these, then 
some of our own teachings may be tak-
en out of context to promote hatred and 
contempt for others. 

If we are truly worshipping God, the 
Pope says, it will be shown in our respect 
for life, respect for others and loving 
commitment to the welfare of all. Hence 
terrorism can never be justified on the 
basis of religion; terrorists are merely 
misusing religious texts to promote their 
own evil deeds. The Pope calls for ter-
rorism to be condemned and for all to 
stop financing and arming the terrorists. 
Once we understand that human life 
is sacred, we seek ways of cooperating 
and dialoguing with people, rather than 
promoting hatred and fundamentalism. 
All religions mention the importance of 
peace, and hence religious people should 
be “people of dialogue”, promoting unity 
rather than divisions. 

The Pope himself has had a meeting 
with the Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb 
in the UAE, in which the two leaders 
jointly declared that religion must never 
incite war, hateful attitudes, hostility, ex-
tremism, violence and bloodshed. These 
are all caused by political manipulations 
of religion; God’s own wish is that his 
name should never be used to terrorise 
people. God wants us to live as brothers 
and sisters, to stop all hatred and kill-

ing, to share our goods with the poor, 
to help orphans, widows, refugees and 
exiles, and to promote human fraternity 
that embraces all people, making them 
equal. For this purpose, both the Pope 
and the Grand Imam declared that a 
culture of dialogue would be the path, 
mutual cooperation would be the code 
of conduct, and reciprocal understand-
ing would be the method and standard. 

Concluding Remarks
The Pope ends the encyclical by re-

flecting on those who inspire him 
through their promotion of fraternity 
in the world. Among these, he mentions 
Francis of Assisi, Martin Luther King, 
Desmond Tutu and Mahatma Gandhi. 
But in particular, he speaks of Charles 
de Foucauld, who completely surren-
dered his life to God and identified with 
the poor and abandoned. Charles de 
Foucauld prayed that he would “truly be 
the brother of all”, the “universal broth-
er”. The Pope concludes his teaching by 
praying that God may inspire the same 
dream in each one of us. He also adds a 
prayer to the Creator, and an ecumenical 
Christian prayer, that stress the value of 
universal love and fraternity.

“We want to be a Church that 
serves, that leaves home and goes 
forth from its places of worship, 
goes forth from its sacristies, in 
order to accompany life, to sustain 
hope, to be the sign of unity…to 
build bridges, to break down walls, 
to sow seeds of reconciliation”

- Pope Francis

“Our Meeting is the Message” - Pope Francis, on his meeting with the 
Grand Imam Sheikh Ahmad Al-Tayeb, Abu Dhabi, 2019
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The Seven Last Words of Jesus on 
the Cross are in many ways, rightly as-
sessed to be His most powerful sermon 
ever. 

Among these Seven Last Words is 
the seemingly simple “I thirst” phrase 
(John 19:28). We all know that Jesus 
was not thirsting for a drink of water, 
wine, tea or coffee. Rather, his words 
point us to his innermost, heartfelt de-
sire at that time of agony – his burning 
desire for love and souls. 

The pain he endured on the Cross 
was intended to be Redemptive and to 
make way for all of us to be in a state 
of friendship with God the Father. His 
shed blood was the price he paid for 
our reconciliation to God to happen. 
An important component in this whole 
process is the proclamation in his name 
of the repentance and forgiveness of 
sins. He made this clear after his Resur-
rection (Luke 24:46-47). Hence, he ut-
tered the words “I thirst” on the Cross 
in order to throw light on this mystery. 
His was a burning desire for people to 

be freed from sin and to be restored to 
God. What is important for us to note is 
that this desire of Jesus continues and 
holds good even now. 

How do we respond to these words of 
Jesus today? This is a topic of sharing 
the love of God manifest in the Lord 
Jesus and it is a question of sharing the 
treasure we have received – the life sav-
ing message of the Gospel! In short, it 
is a question of Evangelisation!

“Those who have come into genuine 
contact with Christ cannot keep Him 
for themselves; they must proclaim 
Him” (Pope St John Paul II, Novo Mil-
lennio Inuente, No. 40).

********************

We do need to use words!
The saying “Preach the Gospel at all 

times. Use words if necessary,” is well 
known. However, let us be aware this 
is wrongly attributed to St. Francis 
of Assisi. This line is nowhere to be 
found in any of his writings. This divi-

sion between action and speech is con-
trary to the saint’s own life, contrary to 
the Word of God, and also contrary to 
Catholic understanding. 

“The Church’s mission is concerned 
with the salvation of men. The aposto-
late of the Church and each of its mem-
bers, aims primarily at announcing to 
the world by word and action the mes-
sage of Christ” (Vatican II, Decree on 
the Apostolate of Lay People, No. 6).

“The Church exists to Evangelise. It 
is her deepest identity” (Pope St Paul 
VI , Evangelii Nuntiandi, 1975).

Every single person in the world is 
created by the same one God. Can we 
rightly conclude that everyone ought 
to know Him? Yes, everyone ought to 
know Jesus! Everyone wants to know 
Jesus, whether they are consciously 

Part 1 (of 3)
The Desire of Jesus 

on the Cross

Vinay Silva
vinaysilva@gmail.com
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aware of it or not (Pope St John Paul 
II, Redemptoris Missio, 44-45). Deep 
inside all human hearts is a thirst for 
the Living Water – Jesus Himself. The 
Maker of the Universe actually uses our 
efforts to show Himself to His children.

“Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved. How, then, can 
they call on the one they have not be-
lieved in? And how can they believe in 
the one of whom they have not heard? 
And how can they hear without some-
one preaching to them? And how can 
anyone preach unless they are sent? As 
it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet 
of those who bring good news!’ ” (Ro-
mans 10:13-15).

********************
The Great Commission

The words of Jesus below clearly con-
vey the heart of the Father to us. This is 
called “The Great Commission”. All 
the baptized have a role to play.

“Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” (Matt 28:20)

And he said to them, “Go into all the 
world and proclaim the good news to 
the whole creation.” (Mark 16:15)

The message of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection can touch a person deep 
within and cause a transformation be-
yond our understanding. This is the 
divine work of the Holy Spirit. Pope 
Francis, in an address delivered in Au-
gust 2014, exhorts us to be dispensers 
of God’s grace and not controllers. The 
urgency of this need in the world today 
is a relevant topic. 

********************
A lesson from Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa, the saint from Kol-
kata, received special insight into the 
words of Jesus, “I thirst” and has com-
municated this in her writings. These 

two simple words impacted her life to 
such a huge extent that these became 
a main point of direction in the aim of 
setting up her congregation. To the end 
of her life, Mother Teresa insisted that 
the single most important reason for 
the existence of the congregation she 
founded was to satiate the thirst of Je-
sus: “The General End of the Mission-
aries of Charity is to satiate the thirst of 
Jesus Christ on the Cross for Love and 
Souls” (St. Teresa of Kolkata, Come be 
my Light, Ch. 3).

The word “satiate” here means to 
satisfy, cater to, quench or provide for. 
It’s not just a request from Jesus; it is 
a plea from the Crucified Lord in His 
dying moments! If the Lord really was 
and still is thirsty, then how can we sit 
back and do nothing about it!

The lesson to learn is that these two 
simple words of Jesus from the Cross 
are actually personally spoken to each 
of us even today! This is a mystery 
which may not be easy to understand. 
We need to pray, seek the Lord and 
figure out what it means to each of us. 
How we respond depends on each one’s 
interpretation, understanding and call. 
Whatever it is, let us work towards sati-
ating the thirst of Jesus!  

********************
The Universal Call

Today, secular and institutional di-

mensions of the Church are fast grow-
ing. While a lot of good is coming out 
of this, the drawback is that authentic 
spirituality and fervor for the spread 
and proclamation of the life-saving 
message of the gospel takes a backseat. 
There is an essential requirement to 
reach out to the innermost need of the 
human soul – the need for Jesus! Let us 
pray in obedience to Jesus Himself:

“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The 
harvest is plentiful but the workers are 
few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, there-
fore, to send out workers into his har-
vest’ ” (Matt 9:37-38).

“No believer in Christ, no institution 
of the Church can avoid this supreme 
duty – to proclaim Christ to all peo-
ples” (Pope St John Paul II, Redemp-
toris Missio). 

The call for all believers in Christ is 
to always be ready to express and ex-
plain the hope that is within them (1Pet 
3:15). This hope refers to the hope of 
Eternal Life – the hope of salvation 
through Jesus! Here then, is the univer-
sal call for all baptized Catholics. This 
is one of the ways we can live out our 
identity as Christian disciples. 

Jesus’ cry of “I thirst” continues to 
recur and repeat even today, in spite of 
Him being in a Heavenly abode. Are we 
responding to this cry of Jesus?

********************

“I THIRST 
FOR YOU. 
Yes, that is 

the only way 
to even begin 

to describe 
My love for 

you.”
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Introduction
In the 12 chapters of the Book of Eccle-

siastes also called Qoheleth in the Bible 
(Old Testament) there is a telling set of 
verses in chapter 3. There is a time for 
everything. Nothing is permanent in this 
world. All material things keep changing 
and if we do not learn to change along 
with change, it is only we who would suf-
fer. 

Here are 2 samples from that chapter:  
“A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time 
to keep, and a time to throw away; a time 
to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak” (Ecclesias-
tes 3:6-7). So what should be our attitude 
in our life? The simple joys that God has 
provided in life – enjoy them with thank-
fulness to God: “I know that there is noth-
ing better for them than to be happy and 
enjoy themselves as long as they live; 
moreover, it is God’s gift that all should 
eat and drink and take pleasure in all 
their toil” (Ecclesiastes 3:12-13). These 
verses should be enough to start us on our 
little enquiry about our attitude towards 
our life on earth.

Look around and see for yourself
Sometimes we fail to look around prop-

erly, but live in a kind of dream world, 
until tragedy strikes and we are forced to 

ask ourselves serious questions; we fail 
to look around, and are in a stupor, and 
worry ourselves endlessly. Why should 
it be so? Why are the innocents made to 
suffer? Time and again I have been con-
fronted by good persons with these ques-
tions. What we sometimes forget is we 
live in an evolving world. Evolution has 
not come to an end nor is time at an end. 
Change is part of our life on earth. For ex-
ample, we are sometimes duped and lose 
what we have gathered so painstakingly. 
Fraudsters abound and try to take ad-
vantage of others even in difficult times. 
Even if you hold on to your possessions 
there are times when you will be deprived 
of them by force of circumstances.

Clutter mania
Some years ago I read a good article 

about what the author called ‘clutter ma-
nia’ with which some of us are afflicted. 
This is the inability to throw away or give 
away to others what we no more need. 
The result is things begin to accumulate 
and clutter our life. Suddenly the person 
has to move, leave the place and what 
happens to all the things that have gath-
ered dust through the years? They have 
to be thrown away or just abandoned like 
what happens when people have to run 
away due to wars. They have to leave ev-

erything and save their lives. So is it not 
wise to periodically de-clutter ourselves?

Waiting for our retirement
Some people struggle so hard in life 

taking up even two or three jobs at the 
same time, and spoiling their health. They 
hope to build a dream home where they 
could retire in peace and enjoy life later 
but an early death intervenes and their 
death-bed fills them only with regrets. I 
have also seen some who design a beauti-
ful house and build it with much care and 
anxiety but after its inauguration they die 
within a year and their children just sell 
the house and share the spoils. Ecclesias-
tes in chapter 2 has relevant remarks that 
point out to the foolishness involved in 
this: “I hated all my toil in which I had 

Rev. Fr. B. Joseph Francis

THERE IS A  
TIME FOR  

EVERYTHING
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toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to those who come after me --and 
who knows whether they will be wise or 
foolish? Yet they will be master of all for 
which I toiled and used my wisdom un-
der the sun. This also is vanity. Because 
sometimes one who has toiled with wis-
dom and knowledge and skill must leave 
all to be enjoyed by another who did not 
toil for it. This also is vanity and a great 
evil” (Ecclesiastes 2:18-19; 21).

Clinging to things that pass away
Sometimes we cling to things that pass 

away. Ecclesiastes has some useful reflec-
tions that should cure us of this malady. 
He says: “As they came from their moth-
er’s womb, so they shall go again, naked 
as they came; they shall take nothing for 
their toil, which they may carry away 
with their hands. This also is a grievous 
ill: just as they came, so shall they go; 
and what gain do they have from toiling 
for the wind?” (Ecclesiastes 5:15-6).

Why worry unnecessarily?
In the New Testament we see this re-

flected in a new light in the preaching of 
Jesus (Read Mathew 6:25-34). Jesus asks 
us: what is the use of your endless wor-
rying about your life, and your excessive 
botheration about what to eat, drink and 
wear? All these things the Father provides 
in his Providence. By worrying we can-
not increase our life-time or height. Jesus 
recommends in Mt 6:34: “Do not worry 
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry 
about itself. Each day has enough trouble 
of its own”. This does not mean that we 
should not work or plan, but we should 
do all these without excessive worrying. 
Do all things calmly and quietly because 
our Father in heaven knows about every-
thing and leads us to the right end if we 
but learn to trust in him. He knows what 
we need and how to give it to us at the ap-
propriate time (Mt 7:7-11). 

Past, Present and Future
This brings us to a consideration about 

‘time’ itself. Some are fond of saying ‘I 
am busy, I have no time’. For them time 

is running. There are also times when we 
find time hanging on us. We are bored 
stiff. Some think of past times, but the 
past is gone by never to return. We are 
times unable to forget the harm done by 
others to us; the insults that they heaped 
on us or our good name spoilt by them; we 
may forgive but we do not forget. But the 
time when we were harmed has gone by; 
why should we cling to it? Others think 
of the future and wonder or worry about 
it, imagining many things that would not 
happen at all. The future is not yet and 
does not exist even as the past does not 
exist anymore except as a memory. What 
we have is only NOW, the present mo-
ment which is slipping by. In fact it is 
our human mind that combines the past 
with the future through the now and calls 
it time. But the reality is only the pres-
ent which is real and we should learn to 
live in the present, in God’s presence in 
simple joy, working calmly and quietly 
and performing our duties as we perceive 
them. This makes our life joyful, peaceful 
and when it is time to go we would depart 
calmly and quietly. This is the Christian 
way of living and dying. There is a time 
for everything as the preacher Ecclesias-
tes says. Why protest against God and his 
wisdom? Let me learn to give up the fool-
ishness which makes me think I am the 
centre of reality. Let me spend the NOW 
in peace and joy which leads me to the 
eternal peace that awaits us.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the NOW

This month, we celebrate the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Au-
gust 15. How is this mystery connected 

with the NOW that we have been reflect-
ing on in this article? The now that is real 
is a forerunner of the future that is coming 
if it is connected with a past that was real. 
On the basis of that happening I could 
surmise what it would be for me who am 
living in this present, this now. 

In this context the past is the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary. On 
November 1, in the Holy Year 1950, 
Pope Pius XII proclaimed it as a dogma 
of the Catholic Church (a dogma is a 
formulated statement of faith which all 
Catholics have to believe and which is 
based on Scripture/ Tradition guarded in 
the Church through the centuries). By this 
dogma formulated on November 1950, 
We Catholics believe that Mary was tak-
en body and soul to heaven: that is, the 
totality of Mary that was transformed in a 
resurrection already now so that she may 
be for us along with her Son Jesus Christ 
the Risen Lord a living hope for our own 
resurrection and transformation at the end 
of time when we, too, would be taken 
up body and soul, the totality of our be-
ing into heaven forever. Therefore this is 
a mystery of our hope that we celebrate 
and it should give us joy. We are in time 
but our destiny is to transcend time and 
be forever what we are destined to be to 
enjoy everlasting peace and joy.
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There was a potter who enjoyed cre-
ating pieces of art with clay. He 

loved variety and enjoyed seeing his 
creation.

One day, a little boy entered the pot-
ter’s workshop and was curious. He 
asked the potter how he designs the 
pots. The potter told him that he thinks 
about the use of the pot and then de-
signs it according to that need - some 
pots to hold water, others for plants 
and other important things. “As each 
one has a different use, I glaze some 
pots or use a matte finish or just keep 
them in their natural colour,” he said.

The little boy looked in admiration at 
the colourful pots on the wooden rack. 
He appreciated the work of the potter 
and his skill. He went home thinking 
about the uniqueness of each of the 
pots and wondered at the potter’s ar-
tistic skill.

God is the chief potter. He creates 
masterpieces only. When He created 
the heavens and the earth, He said, “It 
is beautiful”. When He created man, 

Adam in HIS OWN IMAGE AND 
LIKENESS, what would He have said 
to describe him???

He may have used more adjectives 
when He made each of us too. We may 
compare ourselves with others with 
respect to various aspects, such as our 
physical attributes or personality traits. 

We may find differences, but if we 
dwell on them, bitterness and jealousy 
may grow. Remember, God created 
and fashioned everyone the way He 
desires and for a purpose. Just like the 

potter in the story who thinks about the 
purpose of the beautiful pots before he 
creates them, God keeps our final pur-
pose in mind.

You and I may not see what that final 
purpose is, but God will reveal it to 
us in His time. We must pray and ask 
Him to show us. “Ask and you will re-
ceive, seek and you will find” (Mt 7:7).

As we journey through life, we may 
question - Why?? Why am I poor or 
born in such a dysfunctional family? 
Why are my parents not rich enough 
to send me for higher studies abroad? 
Why are my colleagues harassing me 
at work? Why don’t I look like that su-
perstar? The list can go on.

We can choose to accept and love 
ourselves for who we are, the whole 
package and be happy in life. In our 
own strength, we may not be able to 
love ourselves the way we should. We 
need to lean on the strength and love of 
God to truly accept ourselves and ap-
preciate His masterpiece that is each of 
us. It is written “My strength is made 

Kathleen D’Souza Noronha
Special Educator, Bethany High 
School, Koramangala, Bengaluru
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perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 12:9).
Many times, I have heard people say 

that it is difficult to love themselves. If 
you don’t love yourself truly and fully, 
you will have tremendous difficulty in 
loving others, your siblings, spouse 
or children. The love of God can flow 
through you only if you love yourself 
first.

Accept and love yourself. I am not 
talking about loving yourself to the ex-
tent of vanity or boastfulness, just gen-
uine love for oneself. For this, we have 

scripture which throws light on this.
Remember, God uses whatever situa-

tion you are in or were in for His glory. 
We have a tendency to ask God - why 
am I the only one in this challenging 
situation?

It does not take God long to change 
a situation. He can change it in a blink 
of an eye if He wants to. When faced 
with a difficult situation, we must ask 
God,
1. What do you want me to learn from 
this situation?
2. Please fill me with Your strength and 
wisdom to deal with what I am going 
through.
3. Give me the grace to thank You in 
all circumstances rather than com-
plaining.

God looks at the big picture and the 
grand finale of our lives as long as we 
trust in Him and believe in His plan. In 
the Book of Jeremiah, scripture says, 
“For I know the plans I have for you, 

plans for prosperity and not destruc-
tion.” (Jer 29:11)

We look at the small situation which 
seems gigantic at the moment and 
imagine miserable ends many a time. 
Let us make a small change and turn 
to Him for wisdom and guidance. He 
knows our strengths, weaknesses and 
capabilities. He will provide what we 
need to face difficult situations. 

The Bible tells us that He will never 
test us more than we can handle.

I challenge you today to look at 
yourself, everything about you, what 
you like and dislike. Then give your-
self a hug saying, “I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made by the Creator of 
the universe for a grand purpose. I 
am loved beyond measure as I am 
His masterpiece.”

I pray that as the days go by, you will 
discover your beauty and uniqueness 
and thank Him for creating you the 
way you are. Remember, God does not 
create junk!

Our Artist Mother
She colours the ocean 
a rich emerald green, 

And decorates its bed with corals.
She puts rainbow fins in them 

Moving with joy. 
She fills the dry land with tall oaks 

and bushy banyans 
And dots them with soulful wings. 

She drops next to them the speckled 
bugs and the winding caterpillars.

She designs the Amazon 
With fragrant mist like pearls on 

trees. 
She draws in it the overflowing river 
Quenching the thirst of every being 

to ever pass by

As its sibling, she creates the  
tropical forests like a maze 

And adorns every part of them 
with eye catching creatures 

Fanning the trees with vibrant  
parrots 

And she puts her family in the hearts 
that sing and dance for her

She thinks about the hot desert
And doesn’t want to leave it empty 
So she puts her ships - the camels  - 

there

She doesn’t want to leave 
the mountains empty either 

But covers them  

with divine snowflakes 
And makes them a home 

for the hairy yak

She places her children everywhere 
But little did she know 

That one day she would be wrecked 
by her own offspring. 

Marina Sarah
Ramamurthynagar
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In the recent document Samaritanus 
Bonus, the Church seeks to remove all 
ambiguity concerning euthanasia and 
assisted suicide, even where it is legal-
ized. 

Euthanasia is popularly but mistak-
enly known as “mercy killing”. It refers 
to the deliberate taking of a person’s life 
with the intention of avoiding some evil 
such as suffering. Euthanasia is viewed 

as a crime against human life because 
the intention and objective is to extin-
guish life, irrespective of the reasons for 
the action. The autonomy of the patient 
and his or her decision making ability 
cannot override the moral imperative 
against taking another’s life.  Extin-
guishing life is not made respectable just 
because it is deliberately chosen. Eutha-
nasia is therefore an intrinsically evil 
act and a violation of God’s Law, based 
on natural law and the written word of 
God. Any formal or immediate material 

cooperation in such an act is a grave sin 
against human life. 

At the heart of the teaching is the call 
to each person involved in medical care 
or family care, to always respect the life 
of every human being, even at the end of 
life. The document speaks of challenges 
that may arise in understanding and 
dealing with suffering and despair, and 
how they can affect decisions regarding 
goals of care at end of life. Terms like 
‘dignified death’ and ‘quality of life’ could 
have different meanings for patients or 
health workers. Spiritual needs and ac-
companiment require a deeper engage-
ment with patients and the dying, call-
ing for greater sensitivity in our role as 
healers and caregivers. Human compas-
sion needs to extend beyond treatment 
or pain relief, to those who may wish to 
end their lives out of frustration or de-
spair, and plead for assistance with this 
terminal act. 

**********************
We first review the contemporary set-

ting within which we hear these pleas 
from patients to end a life of suffering 
that may be mental or physical; even as 
we seek a way to live our Christian faith 
and belief as witnesses in these circum-
stances, reaffirming the preciousness of 
life, suspending moral judgment and 
continuing to care and accompany these 
patients: 

Advances in clinical medicine and 
biomedical technologies enable lives to 

Reflections on  
Samaritanus Bonus

[The March 2021 issue of Tabor Kirana 
carried an overview of the Letter Samari-
tanus Bonus by the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, that highlighted 
bioethical issues and needs arising in end 
of life situations, and their pastoral, medi-
cal and spiritual implications. It described 
the scope of the document, an expansion on 
Catholic teaching and philosophy around 
end of life issues, confronting important 
decisions and ethical positions related to 
the care of the terminally ill.

In the next few issues, the Bioethics 
Forum of the Archdiocese of Bangalore has 
planned a series of commentaries on differ-
ent sections, drawing from the document in 
the context of our times. This article is the 
first commentary in this series]

Part 1: The Prohibition of Euthanasia 
and Assisted Suicide

Dr Olinda Timms
Bioethics Forum

Archdiocese of Bangalore

Formal and Material Cooperation
When a person cooperates with a 

sin, it is known as formal cooperation 
when his or her intention is to help 
commit the sin. It is known as material 
cooperation when a person may not 
have the same intention, but provides 
some assistance in terms of personal 
help or materials required to carry out 
a sinful action. Of the two, formal co-
operation is more serious.

Material cooperation can be im-
mediate when a person is directly 
supplying what is needed, as when a 
nurse, merely attending to her duties, 
arranges for the injection syringe with 
which the doctor will end the life of 
a patient. It can also be remote when 
materials are supplied without any real 
intention of helping the sin, as when a 
banker transfers money from the pa-
tient’s account to the doctor’s account, 
unknowingly allowing the procedure 
to go ahead. 
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be saved and extended, but their appli-
cation in critical care or end of life situ-
ations can often be burdensome and de-
humanizing. It is in these situations that 
a patient may request a ‘dignified death’, 
as they feel objectified and stripped of 
all notion of self-respect.  Arguments 
over the ‘quality of life’ tend to be fed 
by utilitarian perspectives that relate to 
measures of physical wellbeing and en-
joyment that don’t include other dimen-
sions of existence; spiritual, interperson-
al and religious.

The idea of compassion is misplaced 
when offered as the reason to accept eu-
thanasia in order to end suffering. Com-
passion cannot be cited as a reason for 
ending life; it must embrace and affirm 
the human nature of every sick patient, 
offering one’s presence and affection in 
addition to pain relief.

Another challenge is the growing in-
dividualism encountered in our fami-
lies and communities that de-
nies the value of one’s life 
to others and to God, di-
minishing the power 
of family and inter-
personal relation-
ships. This carries 
with it the fear of 
being a burden 
to others, or 
dependent on 
others; another 
strong factor 
that drives re-
quests for eu-
thanasia.

Attitudes can 
also be shaped by 
permissive legisla-
tion that frames eutha-
nasia laws in the language 
of freedoms and rights, em-
bedded in directives and wills. 
This adds to the trauma of terminally 
ill individuals as they encounter official 
approval or social sanction of their wish 
to end their life. Far from affirmation of 
the individual, it appears to indicate for 

the sick patient a way out 
of a disagreeable condi-
tion. Pope Francis has re-
peatedly cautioned against 
the present ‘throw-away 
culture’ that victimizes the 
weakest and most vulner-
able, just because it may 
be the easier or quicker 
option.

***********
‘Each life has the same 

value and dignity for ev-
eryone: the respect of the 
life of another is the same 
as the respect owed to 
one’s own life’. Those who 
choose suicide break the 
relationship with God and 
others. ‘Assisting a suicide 
is an unjustified collabo-
ration in an unlawful act 

that contradicts 
the theologi-

cal rela-
tionship with God 

and the moral re-
lationship that 

unites us with 
others who 
share the gift 
of life and the 
meaning of 
existence’.

For medi-
cal personnel 
and health 
care workers 

who are trusted 
to be at the ser-

vice of life and to 
assist patients up to 

the very end, eutha-
nasia and assisted suicide 

are always the wrong choice; 
it breaks the ‘therapeutic covenant’ 

between the physician and the patient. 
While we remain respectful of patient’s 
needs and choices, we are called to dem-
onstrate our respect for the value of ev-
ery human life through solidarity and 

compassion for the terminally ill, caring 
beyond the call of duty, instituting pal-
liation at the earliest, as well as spiritual, 
psychological and pastoral assistance.

‘Those who assist persons with chron-
ic illnesses or in the terminal stages of 
life must be able to know how to keep 
vigil with those who suffer the anguish 
of impending death, to console them 
and be with them in their loneliness, to 
be an ‘abiding with’ that can instill hope’. 

“By means of the faith and charity expressed in the 
intimacy of the soul, the caregiver can experience the 
pain of another, can be open to a personal relation-
ship with the weak that expands the horizons of life 
beyond death, and thus can become a presence full 

of hope.”
- Samaritanus Bonus

A GOOD SAMARITAN’S PRAYER
Father, I pray that You soften my heart 

towards my wounded, sick and elderly neigh-
bours—that you would stir me to love them in 
both word and deed. 

Jesus, you stretched out your hand to those 
in distress. Fill me with your compassion, and 
make me your own hand, to reach out to people 
in your name. 

Spirit, move me toward action, help me to 
slow down, to take the time to offer care and 
assistance to those neighbours of mine for 
whom life has become a daily struggle.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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ST. THOMAS, THE 
APOSTLE OF INDIA 

Dear Children, Boys and Girls,
Ciao! Hope all of you and your families 

are keeping good health.
Our Holy Father, Pope Fran-
cis, has dedicated this year 
to a very special person, 
named SAINT JOSEPH.

Very little historical in-
formation is available from 
the gospels about Jo-
seph, except the 
fact that, “he 

was betrothed 
to Mary,” “the 

husband of Mary,” 
and was “a just man”. 
Like the other Joseph 
in the Old Testament, 
he was also associated 
with dreams, and his fa-
ther was also named Ja-

cob! We know that he was a 
carpenter and lived in a village 

called Nazareth. Being the husband of 
Mary, he also assumed the role of being 

the father (rather, foster father) of Jesus. 
We do not know when Joseph died or any other 

information about him.  Joseph is given the high-
est honour after the Most Holy Trinity and  Mary 
the Mother of Jesus. 

Two important titles bestowed 
upon this saint are, “Joseph, 
the husband of Mary” (Feast 
on March 19) and “Joseph, the 
Worker” (Feast on May 1). He is 
the patron of the universal Ro-
man Catholic Church, of work-

ers, of the homes and family, bread-winners, 
care-takers, fathers and husbands, unborn chil-
dren, travelers, immigrants, and a happy death.

Have you seen a picture or statue of St Joseph? 
Artists usually portray St Joseph holding a lily 
stalk in one hand and baby Jesus in the other. The 
meaning is very clear - this shows his purity and 
his devotedness to Jesus. 

We also find pictures showing Joseph 
training Jesus in carpentry, or teach-

ing Jesus to read the Bible. Joseph 
was entrusted by God to be the 
caretaker and guardian of His Son 
Jesus and he excelled in this role. 

Pope Francis also has a special 
devotion to the “Sleeping Joseph” 
(sometimes we see Joseph asleep in 

certain pictures, because the angel 
used to speak to him in a dream and 

help him to make important decisions).  
St Joseph is known for his outstanding vir-

tues as a just, honest and obedient steward of 
God’s household. As a young man he was betrothed 
to Mary and was ready to begin his own family. 
However, his plans were shattered. This silent 
man was totally obedient to God and to Mary, 
God’s chosen vessel.  Like St Joseph, stewards 
and care-takers are called to exhibit the same 
qualities of justice, honesty and obedience.

An outstanding miracle that could be attributed 
to St. Joseph is the staircase in the chapel of 
Loretto in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Read about it 
here: https://aleteia.org/2016/07/06/the-stair-
case-st-joseph-built-in-new-mexico/

St. Joseph is also the patron 
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The Children’s Corner has been con-
tributed by Fr. Trevor D’Souza, OFM. 

For the full edition of Children’s  
Corner (E-mag), write to:  

jc4mechildrencorner@gmail.com

       TRUE OR FALSE 

1) St. Joseph is patron saint of all of 
the beekeepers.

2) St. Joseph witnessed the death of 
Jesus on the cross.

3) St. Joseph does not speak in the 
Gospels.

4) St. Joseph has been called the 
last of Israel’s patriarchs.

5) St. Joseph was sold to the Ish-
maelites.

 

Answers - True or False
         1. False        2. False       3. True       4. True       5. False

Answers - Give the Correct Answer
1. The Angel of the Lord         2. Silent         3. Nazareth

4. Bethlehem      5. Jewish

GIVE THE CORRECT ANSWER 

1) When St. Joseph wanted to qui-
etly divorce Mary, ---- came to him 
in a dream.

2) St. Joseph is also known as the 
--- Saint.

3) St. Joseph lived in -----.

4) St. Joseph went to ----- for the 
census.

5) St. Joseph belonged to the …… 
religion.  

Quiz on Saint Joseph

of the sick and the patron of a 
happy death, as it is said that he 
died in the presence of Jesus and 
Mary, which is the best death 
that a person could have. During 
this pandemic when we are seeing 
sickness and death all around us, 
we can ask St. Joseph to inter-
cede for us, our family and our 
world to be kept safe from this 
dreaded virus.

 I leave you with this prayer 
(adapted) which you can use in 
your daily life.
O Saint Joseph, I admire you 

and Jesus asleep in your arms, 
sleeping so close to your heart.
Give Jesus a hug in my name 

and kiss his fine head for me 
and ask him to return the hug 
and kiss daily for me from now 

until the day I breathe my last. 
Thank you St. Joseph. Pray 

for me.
 Children, keep smiling despite 

the dark clouds around you. Stay 
healthy, stay safe.

Ciao, God bless you!

**************
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FOURTEEN NEW 
PRIESTS FOR THE 

ARCHDIOCESE
The Archdiocese of Ban-

galore is rejoicing in the 
recent addition of fourteen 
newly ordained priests, 
a number that equals the 
record set in 2011. A pro-
file of the new priests was 
already published in the 
May edition of the Tabor 
Kirana. The ordination ceremony took 
place in St Francis Xavier’s Cathe-
dral, in a special mass held on July 
16, the Feast of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, under tight restrictions due to 
Covid norms. The Archbishop, Most 
Rev. Dr. Peter Machado, preached a 
moving homily on the topic of eter-
nity, slavery and friendship, referring 
to God’s call of Jeremiah, and Jesus’ 
declaration that the disciples were no 
longer servants but friends. 

The newly ordained priests will 
travel to different parts of the country 
for a mission experience, before re-
turning to serve our Archdiocese.

AWARDS PRESENTED TO CO-
VID WARRIORS

The Youth Commission of the Arch-
diocese of Bangalore, Yuva Chethana, 
honoured 102 Covid volunteers in 
a special function held at Paalanaa 
Bhavana on 
July 18, 2021. 
Archbishop Pe-
ter Machado 
presided over 
the function and 
appreciated the 
projects of the 
Youth Com-
mission. He 
expressed his 

gratitude to all the institutions which 
facilitated Covid work during the sec-
ond wave especially the Camillian fa-
thers, St John’s Hospital, St Martha’s 
and St Philomena’s Hospital. 

Under the leadership of Mr Jerry 
Jokin, the President of ICYM Ban-
galore, various youth groups of the 
Archdiocese came forward to volun-
teer during the second wave of the 
pandemic. In particular, 102 “Covid 
Warriors” volunteered in Covid wards 
of hospitals, helping 4,000 covid pa-
tients. Besides, 28 youth volunteers 
in collaboration with the “Here I am” 
group gave honourable burials to 256 
dead, while 20 youth cooked and 
served 300 meals daily reaching a total 
of 15000 meals to the homeless. There 
was also an initiative where 30 volun-
teers distributed 500 plus grocery kits 
to poor families and also conducted a 
3-day vaccination drive in which 300 
people were vaccinated.

The current 
initiative is pro-
viding 600 plus 
medical kits 
worth Rs 3,500 
each to Covid 
patients with 
support from 
Don Bosco 
BREADS.

16 FAMILIES PROVIDED WITH 
HOUSING IN GULBARGA

The social outreach of the Arch-
diocese of Bangalore, marked by the 
spirit of caring and sharing, reached a 
new milestone this month through the 
provision of housing for sixteen poor 
families of flood victims in Gulbarga. 
The much awaited project was inau-
gurated on Saturday, July 17, at Hul-
soor, Basava Kalyana by Archbishop 
Peter Machado in the presence of His 
Lordship Robert Miranda, bishop of 
Gulbarga and Swami Shivananda of 
Hulsoor. The families were overjoyed 
at the inauguration ceremony and the 
blessing of their new homes. 16 hous-
es have been built with the aid of Rs 20 
lakhs that was sent by the Bangalore 
Archdiocese in 2020.

The people received His Grace Peter 
Machado with a traditional welcome 
of drums and garlands. The ceremony 
began with a prayer to almighty God 
to bless the newly built homes.

Archbishop Peter Machado recalled 
how the aid to build these houses came 
in by way of small contributions. He 
even mentioned how schoolchildren 
had contributed Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 towards 
the project. He expressed his thanks to 
all the donors and also expressed his 
satisfaction at the successful comple-
tion of the initiative. He hailed Bishop 
Robert Miranda of Gulbarga as one 
of the most simple and ideal bishops. 
Prior to the blessing and the inaugu-
ration ceremony Bishop Miranda had 
celebrated the Holy Eucharist to in-
voke God’s blessings on these simple 
people.

The presence of Swamiji Shivana-
nda of  Hulsoor, priests and sisters of 
the deanery and other local dignitaries 
added flavour to the celebration. The 
beneficiary families were grateful for 
the gift of the new homes and their 
cheerfulness manifested that they have 
made a new beginning in their lives.
[Source: Archdiocesan Communica-
tions Centre]

Archdiocesan News
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Maximilian Kolbe and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary

Before the Second Vatican Council, the 
feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
used to be celebrated on August 22, due 
to which the whole month of August was 
considered to be dedicated to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary. Mary wishes to 
assist us through her Immaculate Heart in 
bringing the world back to God. St Maxi-
milian Kolbe inspires us with his unique 
Mariology and his apostolic mission, 
which was to bring all souls to the Sacred 
Heart of Christ through the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, Christ’s most pure, ef-
ficient, and holy instrument of evangeli-
zation – especially those most estranged 
from the Church. 

It is very appropriate and relevant to 
understand the holiness of St Maximilian 
Maria Kolbe whose life was totally dedi-
cated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
St Maximilian Kolbe was especially de-
voted to the name of Mary. As a sign of 
this love, he added the name Mary to his 
religious name, becoming Maximilian 
Maria Kolbe from his baptismal name, 
Raymund Kolbe. 

Known throughout his life as the 
“Knight of the Immaculata”, he built the 
City of Mary Immaculate (Immaculata) 
and was the founder of the Militia Immac-
ulatae (“Army of the Immaculate One”). 
Kolbe led others to take up spiritual arms 
such as the rosary, the miraculous medal 
and Marian consecration to convert sin-

ners and to defend the 
Church with the help 
of Mary’s powerful 
intercession. 

In January 1922, he 
started publishing the 
monthly magazine, 
Knight of the Immac-
ulata, and also began 
a Radio Station. He 
upheld and published 
all Marian Dogmas 
and also condemned 
Freemasonry, Com-
munism, Zionism, 
Capitalism and Im-
perialism. In 1930, 
Kolbe went as a mis-
sionary to Japan to 
evangelise Buddhists. 
Here he founded a 
monastery on the out-
skirts of Nagasaki, an 
evangelising newspa-
per in Japanese and a 
seminary. He said that 

“The more a soul becomes like the Im-
maculata, the more it becomes the mother 
of Jesus in its heart in a supernatural fash-
ion.” The more each of us becomes like 
Mary, the more our lives will bring Jesus 
to the world. While stationed in Japan, he 
spent a few brief months in India as well, 
visiting Kerala. 

Saint Maximilian Kolbe’s death co-
incided with key Marian dates. He was 
martyred on August 14, the vigil of the 
feast of the Assumption of Mary. And he 
was cremated by the Nazis on August 15, 
the actual feast of her Assumption. His 
last words while dying were “Ave Maria”.

The Life of St Maximilian Maria Kolbe
Maximilian Kolbe was born in Janu-

ary 1894 in Zduńska Wola, which was 
at that time part of the Russian Empire. 
Maximilian was the second son of Julius 
Kolbe and Maria Dabrowska. He had four 
brothers. His parents moved to Pabianice, 
Poland. His father, Julius Kolbe, worked 
at the Krushe and Ender Mill and also 
worked on rented land where he grew 
vegetables. In 1914 Julius joined Józef 
Piłsudski’s Polish Legions and was cap-
tured by the Russians for fighting for the 
independence of Poland. He was hanged.

Maximilian was influenced by his 
parents to have a great devotion to the 

ST MAXIMILIAN 
MARIA KOLBE

A. B. Bosco
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Blessed Virgin Mary. As a young boy, he 
excelled in mathematics and science. In 
his free time, he would draw up strategic 
military plans with the ambition of de-
fending Poland as a soldier like his father. 
But the Immaculata had a different plan 
for him and made him a soldier of Mary 
to defend the Church. 

When he was 12 years old, Mary ap-
peared to him in a dream and asked him if 
he would like the white crown of virginity 
as a priest or the red crown of martyrdom. 
Maximilian humbly requested both, to 
which Our Lady obliged.

St. Maximilian Kolbe becomes a Fran-
ciscan
In 1907 Kolbe and his elder brother Fran-
cis decided to join the Conventual Fran-
ciscans. They crossed the border between 
Russia and Austria-Hungary and joined 
the Conventual Franciscan junior semi-
nary in Lwów, Poland. In 1912 he went 
to Rome where he studied theology and 
philosophy at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University. During his time as a student, 
he witnessed vehement demonstrations in 
Rome against Popes St. Pius X and Bene-
dict XV, and observed how the Freema-
sonry Movement was blaspheming the 
Church. In order to combat the enemies 
of the Church, in 1917, while studying, he 
founded the sodality (devotional associa-
tion) of the Militia of Mary Immaculate, 
thus making a significant contribution to 
the international Marian movement. In 
1918 he was ordained a priest. In 1919, 
he returned to the newly independent Po-
land. He established the popular Roman 
Catholic periodical, Rycerz Niepokalanej 
(“The Knight of Mary Immaculate”) and 
in 1927 founded the City of Mary Im-
maculate (Niepokalanów) near Warsaw, a 
religious centre, that eventually attracted 
some 700 friars and workers. 

St. Maximilian Kolbe is arrested
In the course of the Second World War 

(1939–45), Hitler invaded Poland on Sep-
tember 1, 1939 and started persecuting the 
Polish Jews who were living in Poland. 
The Nazis started building Concentration 

Camps to murder the 3.3 million Polish 
Jews. St. Maximilian Kolbe was opposed 
to these murders, and he secretly provid-
ed shelter to 2000-3000 Jews at his friary, 
Niepokalanow, to save them from death. 
He broadcast anti-Nazi messages through 
his amateur Radio SP3RN. He also used 
his printing press to publish informa-
tion against the Nazis. For these reasons 
Maximilian was arrested in February 
1941. He was taken to Pawiak prison in 
Warsaw, and then to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
(the largest death camp). He was recorded 
there as prisoner No. 16770.

Since St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe was 
a Catholic priest and an anti-Nazi, he was 
carefully guarded by the SS guards and 
received more beatings than anyone else. 
Once he was beaten and presumed dead. 
Smuggled to the prison hospital, he spent 
his recovery time hearing confessions. 
When he returned to the camp he carried 
on looking after the other prisoners, in-
cluding conducting Mass with smuggled 
bread, and giving his own food to prison-
ers. During the nights in the concentration 
camp, he would go from bunk to bunk 
saying, “I am a Catholic priest. Can I do 
anything for you?”

St. Maximilian Kolbe is martyred
In July 1941, a man from Kolbe’s bar-

racks went missing, prompting Karl Frit-
zsch, the deputy camp commander, to 
pick 10 men from the same barracks to be 
starved to death in Block 13 (notorious for 
torture), in order to deter further escape 
attempts. (The man who had disappeared 
was later found drowned in the camp 
latrine.) One of the selected men, Fran-
ciszek Gajowniczek, cried out, lament-
ing his family, and Kolbe volunteered to 
take his place. Franciszek was allowed to 
join the other prisoners while Kolbe was 
moved to Block 13 to be starved to death.

During the time in the cell he led the 
men in song and prayer. St. Maximilian 
Kolbe fulfilled his Priestly ministry even 
at the point of his death. He gave the Last 
Sacraments to his nine fellow prisoners 
and prepared each one of them to go to 
their heavenly home. Before his death he 
forgave his tormentors. After three weeks 
of dehydration and starvation, only Kolbe 
and three others were still alive. Finally, 
he was murdered with an injection of car-
bolic acid.

Canonisation of St. Maximilian Kolbe
On 12 May 1955, Kolbe was recog-

nized by the Holy See as a Servant of 
God. He was declared venerable by Pope 
Paul VI on 30 January 1969, beatified 
as a Confessor of the Faith by the same 
Pope on 17 October 1971, and canonized 
by Pope John Paul II on 10 October 1982.

Conclusion
St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe lived a 

life in obedience to his Immaculata. Dur-
ing his short life he always quoted his 
heavenly Mother’s words “Do whatever 
he tells you” (John 2:5). St. Maximilian 
Kolbe meticulously obeyed and upheld 
Jesus statement in John 15:3 “There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life 
for one’s friends.” His life is an example 
to each of us and he also makes us more 
aware of the plight of prisoners. For this 
reason, Prison Ministry Sunday is cel-
ebrated in the vicinity of his feast. 
St. Maximilian Kolbe Pray for us.
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